7th Grade Social Studies
Mrs. Clark









269-4396 x150


sclark@lomira.k12.wi.us








Room 208 (HS)
Course Description
Welcome to 7th Grade Social Studies!  This year the main focus for Social Studies is Geography.  We will be exploring how geography affects and helps to shape our own culture and cultures around the world.  We will be comparing the geography, culture, history, economics, and government of the US to other places around the world.  We will also be developing mapping and charting techniques to help better understand the world around us.  Be prepared to do a variety of activities inside and outside the classroom and work with a variety of people to complete them.  I am looking forward to working with each and every one of you.
Text:
Holt McDougal World Geography – Christopher L. Salter
Classroom Procedures 
*Remember – School is your full time job.  You are to always do your best and by following the guidelines of the classroom, you will be able to achieve just that.  
Behavior:

Respect for yourself, fellow students, teachers, and the classroom itself. To get the most out of our time together, we must cooperate and respect everyone’s ideas and input.   
Performance/Participation:

Students’ attendance and involvement in the classroom are very valuable to learning.  Therefore, participation is an expected part of your grade.  Students who insist on doing other things will lose the activity points for the day.  Further, students who are tardy or have unexcused absences will also lose points from their overall participation grade. Performance grades also take into consideration completing homework on time, group work, participation, and actions in class.  Class will be much more fun and interesting if you participate and follow the class rules.
Attendance:

Students are expected to be on time and prepared for class.  This means having the appropriate materials and being seated in their assigned seats when the bell rings to start the class period.  If students are not prepared and/or in their seats when I take attendance they will be marked tardy or absent.  Please be on time!  If you have an appropriate reason for being late, please explain it to me and I will take that into consideration.  If you walk in late, please sit down and join in the activities, you may discuss it with me during work time.  After three or more unexcused tardies, students will be reported to the office immediately for parental notification. 

Materials:
Notebook/loose-leaf paper or technology device



Folder or 3 ring binder




Writing Utensils (blue/black pen or pencils, highlighter)



Headphones

Textbook and any additional source materials




Colored Pencils

Backpack for materials (can be searched if necessary)



Good Attitude (
Absences:

If you are absent, you will find the homework and activities in Google Classroom.  You will have an equal number of days to make up the assignment that you were gone.  If a student is absent from class, it is his/her responsibility to obtain and complete any work and/or materials that were assigned during the absence.  Students should check Google Classroom for other details before coming to the teacher. 
Late Work:

Assignments given are an important part of the learning process.  Thus, it is pertinent they be completed on time. You CAN turn in late assignments; however, you will only earn partial credit (up to 70%) if it is late.  Since there is value in each assignment, something is ALWAYS better than nothing.  
Quiz/Test:

Periodically we will have quizzes.  Most of them will be announced, but I reserve the right to give a pop quiz.  It is advised that students stay informed and current on the material.  Quizzes are part of the Formative Assessment grade and are meant to gage your knowledge at a given point in the unit and to inform you what areas you are proficient in and what areas need more work.
Tests will be administered at the end of every unit. They are part of the Summative Assessment grade and let you show what you have learned at the end of a given unit.  They will contain multiple forms of assessment both objective (m/c, t/f, matching, mapping) and subjective (short answer, essay).
Assessments can be retaken if students wish to improve a poor performance until the end of the quarter for up to 80% credit.  In order to qualify for a retake, students need to set up a conference with me and discuss how they are going to demonstrate and prove they have taken time to relearn or improve their knowledge of the standards being assessed.  
Bathroom Procedure/Passes:

Please use the bathroom before coming to class! If it is an emergency (and an emergency only) please do NOT ask in the middle of instruction or discussion.  We have so little time together that it is important you are present.  The same goes for passes; they are only used in extenuating circumstances.  Raise your hand or come and find me to get a pass/go to the bathroom. Remember, I will only sign a pass that is in your designated planner.
Food/Drink:

All food and drink (except water) should be put away when the bell rings for class.  

Electronics:

Cell Phones and other personal digital devices are not permitted in the classroom; if it is seen it will be taken and given to the office to be picked up at the end of the day (in accordance with the student handbook). 

Cheating/Plagiarizing:

Cheating and plagiarism are unacceptable and are not tolerated.  If a student is cheating or plagiarizing (i.e. copied from the internet, a book, or another student) on a test, quiz, or assignment, they will receive a zero for the assignment.  Multiple instances of cheating or plagiarizing will result in a failing grade for the quarter.

Communication:

It is my goal to help students develop individual responsibility for their actions.  As such, I am going to be insisting that students become primary advocates for themselves.  Therefore, if there are questions, an absence, conflicts or disputes, the student is responsible for getting into contact with the teacher and/or group members to resolve the matter at the earliest time possible.  If the problem cannot be worked out between the student and teacher, it would then be appropriate to involve parents as advocates.  
*Further, as not all procedures can be explained in detail on one syllabus, please refer to the Student Handbook for a full, comprehensive list of rules and expectations of student behavior in the classroom.

Grading:

Grades will be updated in Skyward regularly.  Assignments and assessments will be given a point value and placed in the following categories:
Formative Assessment (homework, mini quizzes, maps, etc.)
40%

Summative Assessments (tests and projects)


60%
Grading Scale

The grading scale is in accordance with Lomira Middle School 7th Grade Policy.

A+
100-97
A
96.9-94
A-
93.9-90
B+
89.9-87
B
86.9-84
B-
83.9-80
C+
79.9-77
C
76.9-74
C-
73.9-70
D+
69.9-67
D
66.9-64
D-
63.9-60
F
59
Classroom Expectations

Students will do the following:

1.  Be respectful of others and their belongings

2.  Always give your best effort

3.  Bring necessary materials to class, participate, and follow directions

Consequences if you do not follow the expectations:

1.  Student will be reminded of the rules

2.  Student will be separated to a better “learning environment”

3.  Student will have a conference with the teacher

4.  Student’s parents will be notified

5.  Student will be sent to the office and parents will be notified immediately

Teacher responsibilities to students:

1.  Treat students with respect and care as individuals

2.  Provide and environment for learning

3.  Motivate students to learn and achieve

3.  Teach required content

Student responsibilities to teacher:

1.  Treat teacher with respect and car as an individual

2.  Attend classes and be prepared

3.  Cooperate and not disrupt class

4.  Study and put effort into work (Success = Effort)

5.  To learn and apply the required content
Virtual Classroom Expectations
· Check your email daily

· Log in to Google Classroom regularly to check for any assignments or updates

· Join our class Google Meet during our regularly scheduled class period

· When participating in Google Meetings:

· Create a learning space for yourself free of distractions

· Turn your camera on and be dressed for success
· Turn your microphone on/off when asked

· Make sure to complete the pre-class preparation activity, and have any notes, textbook, or materials needed to be ready to learn

· Put away your phone and turn off notifications (act like you are in the classroom!)

· Be active in your learning

· Chat 

· Use your voice

· Breakout rooms

· Communicate often

· Ask for help through email or Google Meets
· Talk to your peers / collaborate with respect
· Make sure you know how to access assigned learning tasks to complete your work
